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i aomi had a relative through her husband, a man of substance, from the
family of Elimelech; his name was Boaz.*
2 Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go out to the field and glean among
the ears of grain behind someone in whose eyes [ shall find favor.”
She said to her, "Go, my daughter.” 3 So she wenl. She came and gleaned in
the field behind the harveslers, and her fate made her happen upon a parcel of
land belonging to Boaz, who was of the family of Elimelech.




5!'
wn NKY 31K Qo7 (#:52) (>:10)

npwl MY-H370 WD) M My wown MO IR PR

DK ST AY TBE TIRINTDK BKD MK M 3

B

T R X375 1K My o MIKAPNTIK 1POK IR
MY 7 KPR TG I 2w 0p nabn axbn K Txn

"0 DBr oKX YRKTTY DINK prIYKDK 2 12790 T - ORIV IR Ay T
N * She sai
to them, "Do not call me Naomy [pleasant one], call me M
§ ) ) L. . . g f ara bitterect o
ot continued declaiming his parable, and said - stice from me, and the the Alrmighty has deait very bitterly with me. /3'7 was full ;hlein; sz;‘::;[ujn#
¢ As God lives, [l swear that] He héas ren;oued jus lk-ouls yithin me and Hastigr has brought me back emply. Why shall you call me Naon;i' ,‘(‘Ms;"l'hu
Almiahty has embittered my soul. > But as long as my > i testified against = !  Hasatsi ha:
the sém%of Cod 5 in my nostrls, * my lips shall not sPefak lmq.u;,[y af:: Sr;ly gainst me, the Alrughty has brought musfortune upon me!
tongue shall not utter deceit. > Far be it from me - untit | Per,l’s m—_m selly’
you are right! | will not renounce my [claim of] innocence [ro yself:
. (7':2)
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' Job's three friends heard about this total calamity that had befallen him, and And it came & pass, whed they afm'»cz'J ‘f,?.!‘:;,!é;'!;:'.]_em’ h(lhe en)ffffrcz(y was
cach one of them came from his place: Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite (wmultuous over them, and the women said, w
and Zophar the Naamathite. They gathered together to go and mourn with him
and comfort lum. ‘2 They raised their eyes from a distance, bul did not recognize
humn. They raised iheir voices and wept, each man rent his coal. and they lhrew
st over their heads toward heaven. * 3 They sat with him on the ground fora
penod of seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, for they saw
that his pain was very great. '* After that, Job opened his mouth and cursed his
day. *
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his beginning. He had

12 HasHeM blessed Job's end more than [He had blessed]
d pairs of cattle and a

fourtien iousand sheep, Six thousand camels, a thousan
14 b
(housand she-asses. '* He had seven * sons and three daughters. ™
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13 And so, Boaz look Ruth and she became his wife; and he came (o her.
HasHeM let her conceive, and she bore a son. '* And the women said (o [Naom,
“Blessed 1s HasHEM who has not left you without a redeerner today! May his name
be famous in Israel. ' He will become your life-restorer, to sustain your old age;
for your daughter-in-law, who loves you, has borne him, and she is beller o you
l@useucn sons.”
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)i Kan — It [the issue of Job’s ethnicity] is a matter of Tannaic
dispute, xun7 — as it was taught in a Baraisa:  "yybx 137
“MIR — R' ELAZAR SAYS: i1 DWDWT LIDBW ' 2K ~ JOB
LIVED IN THE TIME WHEN THE JUDGES JUDGED,"l  “nxyw — FOR
IT IS STATED that Job told his friends:  onmn oabs onx ya,,
“1937n Yan m-nnk) — BEHOLD, YOU HAVE ALL SEEN what befalls
a wicked person, WHY THEN DO YOU ACT IN THIS FALSE MANNER 218
530 1913w 717 Ak — Now WHICH GENERATION WAS COMPLETELY
FALSE, l.e. even Lfle best of them were considered naught? min
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nd it happened i ih daije cchen i g0 judged. that there was a
famine in the land, and a man went from Beth-lchem in Judah to sojownin

the fields of Moab, he, his wife, and his two sons. 27




(r2N) Pl @) Jyov

Mav® NR AW mam .
10 HasmEr returned Job's caplivity * after he had prayed for his friend. and Lol
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& Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, "Go, return, each of you to her oY K Ny nws oW > :
mother's house. * May HasHEM deal kindly with you, as you have dealt kindly with ' N "'TD}J‘;“E;’ v _' i H;D? izl ’DL’J5 ’D_}{"g 1[3}(‘}}3
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home of her husband.” ~ e Ty ! Py ]

(fer: ) @ (1:)

't Boaz rel)lied and said to her, "I have been fully informed of all that you have WX 53 5 'I-éi"l T ﬂ? KN 1y3 v
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2 Naomi said lo her daughter-in-law, “Blessed is he to HasHeM, Who hasmd - 4 - . ; ' : : o
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for you, that it may go well unth you. 2 Now, Boaz, our relative, with whose : : 4 " - n1yaKy )
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threshing floor, but do not make yourself known to the man until he has finishad 'ﬂ‘lﬂ‘.’l‘?'l L9K5 Y5 1y wikS ‘y'ﬂﬂ'LJI‘S ™hn [» DT121°] seaul

eating and drinking. * And when he lies down, note the place where he lies, and ; . o : - ' . u T
go over, uncouver his feel, and lie down. He will tell you what you are to do.™ i T'ﬂ'?l'ﬂl n’L?U ﬂK;l DVJ 3;)“:]1 —“7’:”—(' DWPDU ﬂx‘( ﬂ)]']"W 13;3‘[;3 U i
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'® And he said, "You are blessed of HAsHEM, my daughter; you have made you n 9 KM L
latest act of kindness greater than the first, in that you have nol gone after the A {-7-, !7 b WJR
younger men, be they poor or rich. ' And now, my daughter, do not fear; what- inh n37 nga 5 %
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? And Boaz said to the elders, and to all the people, "You are wuiness this day, st'mf{\"l )
tnat I have bought all that was Elimelech’s and all that was Chilion’s and Mahlon’s N _ L L . o1-5 31 117
from the hand of Naomi. ' And, what is more, | have also acquired Ruth th: ]5731’71‘(1,7 .“:U-K.’L); nR g 72 ord DDK BT Dyl I iR
Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as my wife, * to perpetuate the name of the deceased nwgunjjzgp[] mnThK oM i AMARNS ]1'?!’1?;)'1 ]1"‘73‘7 ‘l‘{JI_(_"?Q nx1-

on his inhentance, that the name of the deceased not be cut off from among hs
brethren, and from the gate of tus place. You are witnesses today. "
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‘ A maskil by Ethan* the Ezratute. 2 Of HASHEM's ki
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splendor. 7 You give him domiruon over Your handiwork, You placed everything " TW NINAQ niinYam . - o
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i K. Berekiah said: Thus did these great men,
R. Eliezer and R. Joshua, expound. R. Eliezer said: Boaz
played his part, and Ruth played hers, and Naomi played
hers, whereupon the Holy One, blessed be He, said, '1 too

must play Mine.
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3 And so, Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife; and he came to her.
HasHEM let her conceive, and she bore a son. e
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R. Ze'ira said: This scroll [of Ruth]
tells us nothing either of cleanliness or of uncleanliness
either of prohibition or permission. For what purpose then’
was it written? To teach how great is the reward of those
who do deeds of kindness.
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. } For R. Samuel b.
Nahman said: [The duty of] derek-erez preceded the Torah
by twenty-six generations.® This is [implied in] what is
written, To keep the way to the tree of life (Gen. 111, 24).
[First Scripture mentions] the way (derek) which means
derek-erez, and afterwards [does it mention] ‘The tree of
life’, which means the Torah.
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8 He has told you, O man, u)halt;sgoo;!!‘ Wh;(t:o;;fhsrﬁ»1 requge;)g 'TDH NN DDVJTJ mwy oK 3 __mb v - 2w
justice, to love kindness and to walk humbly with your (od:;
yo‘u“bul to do justice, to love ki TW(DN oy n3‘7 yn,...n )
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47 The Kuzan said When d"pled with righteous conduct, yes! I've
even read this in your Torah, as u says, ‘What does the Lord your God
ask of you except to fear Him/’ 266 3nd 1t says, "What does God request
from you excepl to execute justice and love truth {and walk humbly
with your God}?” 267 There are many more similar citations ”

48 {1] The Rabbi said "These and others like them are the rational
faws. They are prerequisites—inherently and sequentially—to the
Divine Torah One cannot maintain any communiuty of people without
these laws Even a community of robbers cannot exist without equity
amongst themselves; il not, their association could not continue

{2] "{To answer your question, as to why, then, does Scripture seem
to say that the ratonal laws are all that matter] When Israel began to
rebel and become lax 1n their ravonal and cvil laws—without which a
community cannot survive, just as an indivadual cannot survive with-
out natural activities such as eaung and dninking, moving and resting,
sleeping and waking—and they instead emphasized the sacrificial ser-
vices and other Divinely prescnibed commandments, [the prophet pro-
claimed that} he would be sausfied with less. He was saying, ‘Il only
you would observe those fundamental laws that even the lowhest of
communiiles keep, such as upholding justice and the welfare of the
community, and acknowledging Gods gilts to you ' For how can one
who does not uphold these essenuals uphold sacrifices, the Sabbath,
circumaision, and the like? These are laws that ones intellect neither
obligates nor renounces They are the laws that distinguish the Jewish
people, in that they are in addition to the rauonal laws, and 1t was
through this distinction that they achieved the advantage of Divinity.

13] "But [because of their depraved staie], they did not undersiand
why they had been charged with these specilic laws, just as they did
not understand how God’s Glory settled amongst them, how the fire of
God came down to their sacrifices, how they could hear God’s words,
or how all the muracles that they experienced happened—things one
would nat believe 1f not for the irrefutable public spectacles and eye-
witness accounts

(4] "This is why they were told. ‘And what does God requesl from
you??%8 and “Add your burnt- offerings to your peace-offerings, %% and

other stmilar statements {This must be the correct interpretation, for)
15 1t possible lor a Jew to uphold justice and love truth alone, while
abandoning circumcision, Sabbath, laws of Passover, and so lorth, and
sull be spintually successful?”
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